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TO  THE 


CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 
OF  THE 

THEDWASTRE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Stowmarket, 

April,  1926. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  Thedwastre  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1925. 

According  to  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  this  report  is  a  Survey  report. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres)  34,126. 

Population  (Census  1921,  8420)  ;  estimated  1925,  8460. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  Area. 

Inland — generally  flat — watered  by  a  few  small  streams — soil  of 
a  mixed  character,  mostly  fertile  and  well  cultivated,  with 
several  small  woods  and  some  pits  of  chalk,  gravel,  flint, 
sand  and  brick  earth. 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  2128. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  2128. 

Rateable  value — £41,370. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £119. 

Social  Conditions  and  Occupations  of  the  Inhabitants. 

The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  almost  entirely  agricultural; 
but  district  contains  one  Bacon  Factory,  and  2  small  Brick 
Works.  There  are  20  villages,  no  town.  There  are  no 
large  estates,  the  district  being  mainly  divided  into  small 
farms,  few  exceeding  300  acres. 
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THE  AMOUNT  OF  POOR  RELIEF  for  the  Year  ended  March 
31st,  1925. 

Cost  of  institutional  relief  for  Stow  Union,  including  Stow- 
market  Urban,  East  Stow  and  Thedwastre  Rural  Districts, 
£8,580. 

Cost  of  Outdoor  Relief  for  Union,  £4,330. 

Number  of  institutional  Paupers  chargeable  to  Union  on  January 
1st,  1926,  123. 

Number  of  Paupers  in  receipt  of  Outdoor  (including  Medical) 
Relief,  367. 

Cost  of  Pauper  Lunatics  for  year  ended  March  31st,  1925, 
£4,698. 

Number  of  Lunatics  on  January  1st,  1926,  87. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Total.  M.  F. 

o-  it  (  Legitimate  135  65  70  7  d-  ..  d  .  n-no 

I  Illegitimate  9  3  6  j  “  P'’’ 

Deaths  104  55  49  Death  Rate  12‘29  per  1000. 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of, 

childbirth  {  from  sepsis  ...  Nil 
I  „  other  causes  1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year; — Total  6  (Illegitimate  Nil) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1000  births: — 

Legitimate  44’4.  Illegitimate  0.  Total  4ril. 

For  England  and  Wales  in  1925: — 

The  Birth  Rate  was  18’3  per  1000. 

The  Death  Rate  was  12‘2  per  1000. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  75  per  1000  births. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

„  Whooping  Cough  (all  age)  Nil 
„  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  Nil 

Unusual  or  excessive  mortality  specially  noteworthy  in  the 
area  ; — There  were  5  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  (all  Pulmonary), 
15  deaths  from  Cancer,  10  deaths  from  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  24 
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deaths  from  Heart  Disease,  5  deaths  from  Pneumonia,  2  deaths 
from  Influenza,  and  of  the  6  deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year,  4  were 
registered  as  being  due  to  Congenial  Debility  or  Premature  Birth. 

Analysis  of  13  deaths  from  Cancer  (2  not  traced) 

Situation  notified  as  Tongue  in  1 
,,  Throat  „  1 

„  Aesophagus  1 

„  Stomach  „  5 

„  Liver  „  1 

,,  Duodenal  „  1 

„  Colon  „  1 

„  Rectum  „  1 

„  Breast  „  1 

12  out  of  13  occurring  in  the  Digestive  system. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  County  Council. 

(1)  Hospital  for  Tuberculosis  is  provided  by  the  West 
Suffolk  County  Council  (the  West  Suffolk  Sanatorium). 

(2  &  3)  There  is  no  special  Maternity  or  Children’s  Hospital. 

(4)  There  is  an  Isolation  Hospital  with  22  beds  which  serves 
three  districts: — the  Stowmarket  Urban,  East  Stow  Rural  and 
Thedwastre  Rural  Districts.  This  Hospital  is  now  owned  jointly  by 
the  three  districts  concerned  and  is  managed  by  a  Joint  Hospital 
Committee. 

A  new  Isolation  Block  with  two  main  wards  and  two  observation 
wards  (12  beds  in  all)  was  built  in  1924,  and  commenced  to  be 
occupied  at  the  beginning  of  1925. 

During  the  year  70  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  admitted  into 
this  block,  and  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  what  we  should  have  done 
without  this  building. 

Altogether  70  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  24  cases  of  Diphtheria 
were  admitted  during  the  year  with  no  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever, 
but  3  deaths  from  Diphtheria.  These  latter  were  admitted  in  an 
almost  hopeless  condition. 


Cases  admitted : — 


From  Stowmarket  Urban  District 

Scarlet  Fever. 

31 

Diphtheria. 

„  East  Stow  Rural  District 

30 

12 

„  Thedwastre  Rural  District 

9 

12 

70 

24 
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Every  case  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during  1925 
was  admitted  into  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

There  is  a  need  to  replace  the  old  part  of  the  Hospital  which 
now  serves  as  an  Administration  block  and  a  Diphtheria  block  by 
two  new  up-to-date  blocks,  whenever  the  expense  can  be  borne,  but 
this  is  out  of  the  question  at  present. 

(5)  Smallpox  is  provided  for  by  special  arrangement  with 
the  West  Suffolk  County  Council. 

(6)  Ordinary  Hospital  cases  are  served  by  the  West  Suffolk  . 
General  Hospital  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

There  is  no  Cottage  Hospital  in  the  district. 

Any  Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate 
Infants  and  Homeless  Children.  ^ 

Unmarried  mothers  are,  when  destitute,  received  into  the  Work- 
house  Infirmary  save  a  few  sent  to  special  outside  Institutions  with 
the  aid  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Union.  Illegitimate  infants  are  also 
received  into  the  Workhouse,  or  Children’s  Home  of  the  Union  in 
Stowmarket  and  some  boarded  out.  Homeless  Children  the  same. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

{a)  For  infectious  cases: — Horse  ambulance.  It  is  most 
important  that  we  should  have  a  Motor  Ambulance  for  the  infectious 
cases,  it  would  prevent  a  lot  of  suffering  to  patients  on  long  journeys, 
and  prevent  a  great  waste  of  timeior  nurses  and  driver. 

(W  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases : — Motor  ambulances 
from  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  is  no  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  the  parishes 
being  very  scattered,  but  Health  Visitors  are  employed  in  this  work 
by  the  West  Suffolk  County  Council. 

The  Clinic  for  Venereal  Diseases  is  held  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

A  local  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  a  whole-time 
Sanitary  Inspector  (Assoc.  R.  San.  Inst.) 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  Suffolk  Nursing  Association  have  Nurses  in  most  of  the 
Parishes,  3  or  4  Parishes  being  linked  together  for  this  purpose; 
these  Nurses  in  most  districts  combine  general  nursing  and 
maternity  work. 

The  Guardians  subscribe  to  these  local  Associations. 
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CHEMICAL  WORK. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  provided  by 
the  County  Council  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

Water  analyses  are  carried  out  by  the  Local  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

Local  Acts  : — Nil 

Special  Local  Orders  : — Nil. 

General  Adoptive  Acts  and  Byelaws  relating  to  Public  Health 
in  force  in  the  area; — Regulations  relating  to  Dairies  and 
Cowsheds. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  derived  from  wells  (mostly 
shallow)  and  ponds.  The  following  villages  have  public 
wells  maintained  by  the  District  Council — Ashfield  Magna, 
Beyton,  Hinderclay,  and  Woolpit,  and  public  ponds  at 
Drinkstone  and  Rattlesden.  The  Council  also  maintain 
wells  at  Beyton,  Elmswell,  Norton,  Rattlesden,  Thurston 
and  Tostock,  in  connection  with  the  housing  schemes  in 
these  villages.  The  supply  is  generally  adequate  and  the 
quality  fair.  Some  sources  are  liable  to  contamination  by 
surface  drainage  if  tenants  neglect  the  same.  Samples 
taken  from  two  wells  at  Rattlesden  and  one  at  Rickinghall 
were  found  upon  analysis  to  be  badly  polluted. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

These  are  small  and  there  is  not  much  pollution,  but  sometimes 
complaints  are  received  during  a  very  dry  period,  if  the 
streams  happen  to  go  through  a  village. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  is  not  much  drainage  worthy  of  the  name,  and  the  usual 
methods  of  sewage  disposal  is  by  discharge  into  open 
ditches  and  cesspools.  The  cottages  generally  are  without 
drainage,  but  those  with  gardens  usually  dispose  of  it  so  as 
not  to  be  a  nuisance.  Parts  of  Elmswell  and  Woolpit  are 
sewered  ;  the  conditions  are  not  scientific,  but  the  scattered 
and  open  character  of  the  district  generally  prevent  any 
serious  nuisances.  Complaints  have  been  received  during 
the  year  about  a  portion  of  the  sewerage  of  Elmswell,  also 
certain  cesspools  filling  with  surface  water,  these  matters 
are  now  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Council. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

Chiefly  privies  and  pail  closets.  Orders  are  given  for  the 
conversion  of  privies  into  pail  closets  on  discovery  of 
nuisance,  and  for  the  provision  of  additional  accommodation 
when  found  insufficient.  Approximate  number  of  pail 
closets,  530;  privies,  1,200. 

Scavenging. 

There  is  no  collection  of  house  refuse.  The  usual  method  of 
disposal  is  by  deposit  in  a  bumby-hole.  This  is  fairly 
satisfactory,  provided  the  tenants  do  not  store  up  too  much, 
and  remove  the  contents  to  their  allotments  regularly. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area;— 

{a)  Number  of  premises  visited  300 

(6)  Number  of  Notices  served  during  the  year  65,  also  2 
Statutory  Notices 

(c)  The  result  of  the  service  of  such  Notices — 18  have  not  yet 
been  complied  with,  one  Summons  was  taken  against  the 
owner  of  three  thatched  cottages. 

Accumulation  of  manure  and  refuse,  6 
Animal  nuisances,  2 
Ditches,  4 
Complaints,  21 

Nuisances  from  foul  closets,  6 
Defective  drains,  6 
Defective  privies,  5 
Dirty  premises,  5 
Overcrowding,  2 
Privies  converted,  3 
Other  nuisances,  26 
Water  samples,  4 
Disinfection  of  premises,  19 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  regulations. 

There  are  no  Bye-laws  in  force  in  the  district  except  in  respect 
of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies.  Offensive  trades  include  two 
knacker’s  yards,  these  are  frequently  inspected  and  found 
as  satisfactory  as  the  trade  carried  on  will  allow,  these  two 
licences  are  renewed  annually. 

Schools. 

There  are  17  public  Elementary  Schools  which  were  visited 
during  the  year  with  reference  to  the  sanitary  accommoda¬ 
tion.  The  water  supply  is  fair.  The  school  at  Rattlesden 
was  closed  in  September  owing  to  Diphtheria. 


9 


HOUSING. 

1.  — General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  area. 

(1)  General  housing  conditions  compare  fairly  with  other 
Rural  districts.  The  agricultural  wage  during  summer 
being  29/2,  out  of  which  the  various  insurances  have  to  be 
met,  does  not  leave  much  for  a  better  type  of  cottage. 

(2)  — (a)  Extent  of  Shortage.  There  has  been  so  much 
shifting  of  agricultural  labour  and  future  conditions  are  so 
uncertain  it  is  impossible  at  the  present  time  to  estimate 
the  true  shortage ;  but  immediate  needs  may  be  met  by  the 
provision  of  some  30  or  more  houses. 

(ft)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to  meet  any  shortage  ; 
Plans  are  now  in  hand  for  building  cottages  in  Ashfield 
Magna,  Badwell  Ash,  Felsham,  Walsham-le-Willows  and 
Woolpit.  The  Council  called  the  attention  of  all  builders, 
landowners  and  others  to  the  substantial  assistance  offered 
by  the  Government  under  the  Housing  (Financial  Pro¬ 
visions)  A9t,  1924,  but  only  one  person  has  applied. 

(3)  No  important  changes  have  taken  place  during  the  year ; 
nor  are  any  anticipated  in  the  future,  the  district  is  entirely 
agricultural  and  the  population  is  decreasing  ;  population 
census  1911 — 9,018;  population  census  1921 — 8,492. 

2.  — Overcrowding. 

(1)  Extent :  There  are  still  a  number  of  overcrowded  houses. 

(2)  Causes ;  shortage  of  houses  with  three  bedrooms  for 
larger  families,  and  inability  to  pay  a  high  rent. 

(3)  Measures  taken  to  deal  with  overcrowding.  The  only 
measure  practicable  under  existing  conditions  is  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  houses  with  three  bedrooms  at  a  reasonable  rent. 

(4)  Principal  cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  during  the  year 
1925,  and  action  taken.  Pressure  brought  to  bear  both  on 
the  landlord  and  tenant  as  far  as  possible. 

3. — Fitness  of  Houses. 

(1)  (a)  General  standard  of  housing  in  the  area  low,  an 
improvement  has  been  made  where  persons  have  bought 
their  own  cottages. 

(ft)  General  character  of  defects  in  unfit  houses  :  dampness 
of  floors  and  walls,  insufficient  height  of  bedrooms,  etc. 
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(2)  General  Action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses  under — 

(a)  The  Public  Health  Acts:  Nil. 

(b)  Housing  Acts:  Reported  to  the  Council  with  a  view 
to  Closing  Orders  being  served,  after  the  Landlord  has  been 
notified, 

(3)  Difficulties  found  in  remedying  unfitness :  The  high  cost 
of  repairs  and  in  many  cases  the  cottages  not  being  worth 
repairing. 

(4)  Conditions  as  regards  water  supply,  closet  accommodation, 
etc.  This  does  not  call  for  any  special  notice. 

4.  — Unhealthy  Area» 

No  complaints  received  in  regard  to  unhealthy  areas. 

5.  — Byelaws  relating  to  Houses. 

To  houses  let  in  lodgings  and  to  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc. 
None  in  force. 

6.  — General  and  Miscellaneous.  The  Council  are  issuing  Pamphlets 

as  to  the  proper  use  of  Earth  closets. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

( a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (&),  5. 

(b)  With  state  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  :  Nil. 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  :  5. 

(1)  Unfit  dwelling  houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts),  300. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910  or  the  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925,  18. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation,  2. 
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(2)  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers,  2. 

(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices. 

(a)  By  owners.  Nil. 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners.  Nil. 

B — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied, 
49. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices. 

( a)  By  owners,  30. ' 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners.  Nil. 

C — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 
making  of  Closing  Orders,  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made.  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses 
having  been  rendered  fit.  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made.  Nil. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders,  Nil. 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit,  1. 

Number  of  houses  voluntarily  demolished,  4. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  district  is  supplied  by  local  producers  who  also  export  a 
quantity,  the  supply  as  a  whole  is  abundant  and  wholesome. 
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The  County  Police  take  samples  for  examination.  Resid¬ 
ents  in  most  cases  fetch  their  own  milk  from  the  farms. 
30  Retail  Purveyors  and  9  Wholesale  Purveyors  of  Milk 
are  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies’  (Amendment) 
Act,  1922,  as  a  rule  the  Dairies  are  found  very  satisfactory. 

(1)  Action  taken  as  regards  Tuberculous  Milk  and  Cattle,  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  Licenses  granted  under  special  designations.  Nil. 

(3)  Refusal  of  registration  of  retailers  for  graded  milk,  Nil. 

(4)  The  Summarized  results  of  the  bacteriological  examination 
of  samples  of  milk  undertaken  by  the  County  Authority. 
No  record  received. 

(b)  Meat. 

(1)  Meat  inspection.  As  far  as  practicable  the  Slaughterhouses 
and  Shops  are  regularly  visited,  but  being  a  large  area  it  is 
impossible  to  be  at  a  slaughter-house  always  at  the  time  of 
slaughter. 

(2)  As  regards  Stalls,  Stores,  etc. — There  are  only  the  shops 
in  connection  with  the  slaughter-houses. 

(3)  No  public  Slaughter-houses. 

In  1920.  In  January  1925.  In  December  1925. 
Registered  Nil  21  21 

Licensed  Nil 

Including  1  Bacon  Factory  21  21 

(c)  Other  Foods. 

Bakehouses,  13  generally  found  satisfactory,  three  notices 
for  cleansing  and  1  for  repairs. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

As  will  be  seen  from  a  Table  at  the  end  of  my  Report  there  has 
been  a  remarkable  decrease  in  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  since  1916, 
until'^his  year  (1925)  when  there  have  been  12  cases,  but  these  12 
cases  were  all  in  one  parish  (Rattlesden)  and  confined  to  9  cottages. 
They  were  severe  in  type  (with  no  deaths) ;  the  first  case  occurring 
close  to  very  insanitary  conditions,  where  a  well  was  proved  to  be 
infected  by  an  overflowing  and  leaking  privy  midden. 

This  district  has  not  suffered  to  any  degree  the  general  increase 
of  Scarlet  Fever  which  has  occurred  in  most  districts  during  the  last 
five  years ;  this  is  probably  due  to  the  scattered  nature  of  the 
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parishes ;  however,  we  may  have  trouble  from  this  disease  at  any 
time,  as  the  type  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurring  lately  is  so  mild  in  type 
that  it  is  not  always  discovered  in  time  to  prevent  spread.  The  9 
cases  notified  this  year  were  in  two  parishes  only:  4  at  Rickinghall 
(3  in  one  cottage),  and  5  at  Norton  (3  in  one  cottage.) 

There  has  been  only  one  case  of  Pneumonia  notified  during  the 
last  5  years,  (i.e.  1  in  1921) ;  5  deaths  from  Pneumonia  however,  have 
been  recorded  for  1925. 

There  were  2  deaths  from  Influenza  recorded  during  1925. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Small-pox 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

9 

9 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

12 

12 

Nil 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

Nil 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

Nil 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

Nil 

— 

5 

Encephalitis 

1 

Nil 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 


Age-Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  . 

1  . 

5  . 

2 

10  . 

1 

1 

15  . 

1 

20  . 

1 

1 

25  . 

1 

35  . 

1 

45  . 

2 

1 

Totals 

4 

5 

2 

1 

2 

3 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

As  stated  above,  Health  Visitors  are  employed  by  the  West 
Suffolk  County  Council  to  visit  children  under  5  years  of  age  in 
their  homes,  as  the  district  is  so  scattered. 

There  is  no  Clinic  for  expectant  mothers. 

There  is  no  special  maternity  home  or  hospital ;  if  for  any 
reason  a  case  cannot  be  treated  at  home,  it  can  under  certain 
circumstances  be  taken  into  the  Local  Infirmary,  or  into  the  West 
Suffolk  Hospital. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  notified  during  the 
last  11  years. 

Very  little  epidemic  Diarrhoea  during  the  last  5  years,  as  far  as 
I  can  ascertain. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  in  1925,  Nil. 

Summary  and  General  Survey. 

There  has  been  very  little  infectious  disease  in  this  district 
during  the  last  10  years. 

Tuberculosis,  however,  shows  no  evidence  of  decreasing,  and 
points  the  need  for  tackling  the  housing  problem  seriously.  I  would 
suggest  that  the  most  urgent  need  of  the  district  is  the  provision  of 
additional  housing  accommodation,  especially  of  houses  with  3 
sleeping  rooms. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  average  12  a  year  for  the  last  five 
years ;  notwithstanding  all  the  talk  about  “  Cures  for  Cancer,”  at 
present  the  only  hope  is  early  removal  by  the  Surgeon,  and  conse¬ 
quently  early  diagnosis,  therefore  the  public  should  be  urged  to  seek 
advice  as  early  as  possible. 

The  importance  of  isolating  influenza  is  not  sufficiently  appreci¬ 
ated,  people  not  free  from  infection  constantly  travel  in  trains  and 
other  public  vehicles,  visit  one  another  in  their  houses,  and  do  not 
attempt  isolation  or  ventilation  in  their  homes.  Most  of  our 
epidemics  are  traced  to  infection  by  people  coming  home  at  holiday 
times. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council  for  the  consideration  they  have  always  shown  me,  and 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  continued  assistance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  HOUNSFIELD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


15 


TABLE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  FOR  LAST  11  YEARS. 


Year 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Pneu¬ 

monia. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Tuber¬ 

culosis. 

1915 

7 

40 

_ 

_ 

_ 

20 

1916 

13 

8 

— 

— 

— 

13 

1917 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

17 

1918 

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

12 

1919 

2 

6 

3 

— 

— 

13 

1920 

1 

13 

— 

1 

— 

15 

1921 

3 

8 

1 

1 

— 

9 

1922 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1923 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

19 

1924 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

11 

1925 

12 

9 

— 

— 

— 

12 

TABLE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  LAST  11  YEARS. 


Year 

Birth-Rate. 

Death-Rate 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
per  1000  Births. 

Thedwastre 

England 
and  Wales 

Thedwastre 

England 
and  Wales 

Thedwastre 

England 
and  Wales 

1915 

96‘00 

1916 

20’4 

14’0 

39’00 

1917 

14’56 

17‘11 

6r53 

1918 

16’43 

15’8 

107’91 

1919 

20'52 

13’92 

5r42 

1920 

23’49 

25’4 

10'68 

12‘4 

35‘00 

80*0 

1921 

22'9 

10-4 

427 

1922 

2178 

20'6 

12'59 

12'9 

70'27 

77*0 

1923 

1875 

197 

14'62 

ir6 

50'31 

69*0 

1924 

15‘96 

18’8 

11 ‘47 

12'2 

81*48 

75*0 

925 

17.02 

18’3 

12’29 

12'2 

41*11 

75*0 
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